Background
There are no published standards regarding the responsibilities of institutions housing venomous animals. Manifestations and management of the envenomations of nonnative venomous animals are unfamiliar to most potential local treating physicians. Optimal planning for such envenomations includes ensuring proper storage, transport, and use of licensed and non-FDA-approved antivenoms, coordination with regional Emergency Medical Services, and potential receiving medical facility, regional poison center involvement, and the involvement of an appropriately trained or experienced clinician(s) [2] .
Therefore: When an institution houses, displays, transports, or otherwise has possession of venomous animals, it is incumbent upon that institution to assure that the likelihood of human envenomation is minimized and that there is a written, implemented plan, reviewed at regular intervals, to respond to any envenomation that might occur. [3, 4] . This resource lists common and scientific names, antivenoms effective for various species, participating institutions, antivenom manufacturers and sources, procedures for importing nonlicensed antivenoms, emergency procedures and first aid, recommendations for handling of venomous animals, and general management of elapid and crotaline envenomations. If an institution consents to the use of its antivenom by another medical facility, replacement or reimbursement is expected.
